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AAASU celebrates Latino 
Heritage Week
September went out with a decidedly 
Latin beat as AASU celebrated its 
annual Latino Heritage Week. Melody 
Rodriguez, HOLA program director, 
was one of the week’s organizers and 
helped to keep things moving along.  
Chef Juan Manuel Rodriguez, 
a perennial guest from Rancho 
Alegre Cuban Restaurant, once 
again prepared paella for an 
appreciative crowd. 
Students from throughout the 
campus and the world—from the 
Philippines to Latin America—
brought their popular native 
foods to the festival. 
Elisa Shantal Gutierrez 
showed off her traditional 
national garb in Shearouse 
Plaza.
Fall Enrollment Going Up
While the final enrollment count is still unofficial, preliminary data show fall enrollment 
at 7,500 students, an increase of between 5 and 6 percent over last fall’s enrollment of 
7,067 students. Graduate enrollment is up in excess of 15 percent at nearly 1,000 students.
Fall enrollment at the Liberty Center campus in Hinesville is approximately 300 
students, an increase of 14 percent over last year.
This fall, campus housing is at full capacity with some 904 students in residence 
including 400 freshmen, both an all-time record.
Soul of a People:  
Writing America’s Story
From October 3 through November 5, 
AASU will present “Soul of a People: 
Writing America’s Story,” a series of five, 
free public programs about the Federal 
Writers’ Project (FWP), celebrating the 
75th anniversary of this New Deal work 
relief program. “Soul of a People” will 
engage a wide audience in scholar-led 
discussions about the history, legacy and 
impact of the FWP.
Savannah is one of 30 cities selected 
to participate in the “Soul of a People: 
Writing America’s Story” program series. The series is sponsored by the American 
Library Association Public Programs Office, and has received major support from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. The Lane Library partnered with Live Oak 
Public Libraries and June Hopkins, history department head, to plan Savannah’s grant 
project. The Telfair Museum of Art, the Georgia Historical Society and the Learning 
Center at Senior Citizens Inc. served as community partners for Savannah’s “Soul of a 
People” programming. 
To kick off the series, the Live Oak Public Libraries will host a community-wide kick-off 
celebration at the Bull Street Branch on Saturday, October 3 from 1-5 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. Opening of the Soul of a People series. June Hopkins will deliver an address 
that sets the stage for the New Deal era and the Federal Writers’ Project. 
2 p.m. Michael Price, professor of history, introduces the American Life Histories 
including a reading from an oral history about work-life in 1930s Georgia.
2:30 p.m. Dramatic readings from the Slave Narratives, introduced by Elizabeth 
Desnoyers-Colas, assistant professor of speech/communication. 
3 p.m. Balladeer Jamie Keena performs and discusses popular music during the 1930s.
3:30 p.m. Kalenda Eaton, assistant professor of English, will read from Fire and Cloud, 
the short story which won Richard Wright early recognition and first prize in 
a Story Magazine competition for FWP authors.
4 p.m. Barbara Fertig, professor of history, speaks on “The Writer’s Project gives 
folklore a proper home.” 
4:30 p.m. Jamie Keena performs and discusses popular music during the 1930s.
old timey photo
Works Progress Administration District 8 scrapbook 
and photo album, from the Georgia Historical Society, 
Savannah, Georgia. 
Saturday, October 10
Drums and Shadows 
3-5 p.m. at the Carnegie Branch of Live Oak Public Libraries, 537 E. Henry Street
Explore the stories and photographs of Coastal Georgia’s long-standing African 
American communities with folklorist and AASU historian Barbara Fertig and 
community members. 
Wednesday, October 14 
Richard Wright and Twelve Million Black Voices
6:30 p.m. at the Armstrong Center
Kalenda Eaton, assistant professor of English, will discuss Wright and the FWP, focusing 
on his work Twelve Million Black Voices. Wright’s account of the African American 
experience was illustrated with Depression-era photographs.
Wednesday, October 21
Symposium on American Life Histories
9:30 a.m. at the Armstrong Center
Transcripts of the American Life Histories, oral history interviews gathered by the FWP, 
are available online from the Library of Congress’ digital collections. Michael Price and 
Ella Howard, assistant professor of history, will examine some of the Georgia life histories 
that deal with the theme of work during the Great Depression. 
Thursday, November 5
Soul of a People: Voices from the Writers’ Project
6 p.m. Neises Auditorium of Jepson Center, Telfair Museum of Art
Hopkins will sum up the impact of the Federal Writers’ Project on the New Deal era 
America and discuss its implications for the present day. Her presentation will include a 
screening of new documentary about the FWP called Soul of a People.
For more information contact Caroline Hopkinson at Caroline.Hopkinson@armstrong.edu
or call her at 344.3019. For more information about Savannah’s Soul of a People series, 
visit: http://library.armstrong.edu/soul/index.html 
AASU in the community
Each month, eArmstrong will spotlight university involvement in the community. 
To include your community activities, send information to AASU.news@armstrong.edu.
This month: Sandy Jones ’65, ’98, 
president of the AASU Alumni 
Association Board reads to students at 
East Broad Street Elementary School.
AASU helps boost  
test scores
In the fall of 2008, the 
Alumni Association began a 
partnership with East Broad 
Elementary School in the 
Savannah-Chatham County 
Public Schools’ Read Aloud 
program. Once a month, 
at least 10 Armstrong Atlantic volunteers read to East Broad students for one hour. 
Volunteers included AASU alumni, students and staff. Volunteers put in an estimated 
100 hours last year. 
RoxAnne Jupe, a fourth grade teacher at East Broad Elementary School, said, “We were 
all extremely delighted to hear that the students we read to not only showed an increase 
in fluency, but also showed a significant increase in their reading scores on the Criterion 
Referenced Test. In addition, each student’s excitability toward reading increased 
dramatically.” 
This year, Beth Crovatt, alumni coordinator, hopes to recruit at least 25 volunteers per 
month to meet the enthusiastic response by East Broad’s teachers. To volunteer, email 
Beth.Crovatt@armstrong.edu or call her at 344.2586.
Calendar
*For all art, music & theatre events call 344.2801 from noon to 3 p.m., weekdays, for information.
October 2-3
The Masquers presents Henrik Ibsen’s classic drama Hedda Gabler. Performances are at 
7:30 p.m. in the Jenkins Hall Theater. General admission is $10. Discounts available 
to military, seniors, alumni members and students/children. AASU staff, faculty and 
students presenting valid AASU PirateCard will be admitted free of charge. Connect 
Savannah is the print sponsor of the Masquers.*
October 6
AASU Wind Ensemble performs “In Concert” at 7:30 p.m. in the AASU Fine Arts 
Auditorium. General admission is $6.*
October 7
Women’s Soccer vs. GCSU at 3:30 p.m.
October 8
Last day to withdraw from a class without an automatic grade of WF
Mid-terms
October 9
The United States Air Force Concert Band and Singing Sergeants bring an unmatched 
mix of light classics, popular favorites, Broadway hits and classical music to AASU at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Auditorium. Admission is free. The Savannah Morning News is 
the print media sponsor of this event.*
October 12-30
An exhibition by guest artist Kathryn Dunlevie in the Fine Arts Gallery. Gallery hours 
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays. Admission is free. *
October 14
A gallery reception for guest artist Kathryn Dunlevie at noon in the Fine Arts Gallery. 
Admission is free.* 
Women’s Soccer vs. Flagler at 3:30 p.m.
October 15
Forrest Starling, composition, in graduation recital at 2:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Auditorium. Admission is free.*
October 16
Faculty Lecture Series at 12:10 p.m. in University Hall 156. Richard Wallace will present 
“Development and Evaluation of Bananas for Non-tropical Climates,” summarizing some 
of his findings during his decade-long research to grow edible and ornamental banana 
trees in south Georgia.
October 17
The Georgia Music Educators Association District Honor Choir in concert at 2 p.m. in 
the Fine Arts Auditorium. Admission is free.*
October 18
Women’s Soccer vs. Tusculum at 3:30 p.m.





The Masquers presents Bert V. Royal’s unauthorized Peanuts spin-off Dog Sees God: 
Confessions of a Teenage Blockhead. Audience discretion is advised for language and 
content. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. in the Jenkins Hall Black Box Theater. Limited 
seating; obtain tickets in advance. General admission is $10. AASU staff, faculty and 
students presenting a valid PirateCard will be admitted free of charge. Connect Savannah 
is the print sponsor of the Masquers.*
October 23
Women’s Volleyball vs. Pfeiffer at 7 p.m.
October 24
Women’s Soccer vs. St. Andrews at 11 a.m.
Women’s Soccer vs. King (Tenn.) at 2 p.m. 
October 28
“Raku Pizza Night” at 5:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Hall courtyard and Fine Arts Hall 
102. View kiln fired pottery by art majors and witness the kiln firing process firsthand. 
Admission is free. *
October 30
Women’s Soccer vs. Lander at 7 p.m.
October 31
Women’s Soccer vs. USC Aiken at 3 p.m.
Kudos
Richard Wallace (chemistry & physics) presented “Edible and Ornamental Banana 
Breeding and Development for Non-Tropical Climates” at the California Rare Fruit 
Growers annual meeting in Santa Rosa, CA.
Regina Rahimi (middle & secondary education) was selected to review proposals for the 
American Educational Studies Association Annual Meeting in Denver next year.
Raymond Greenlaw (computer science) has co-authored a book chapter, ``Parallel 
Computation: Models and Complexity Issues,’’ for the CRC (Chemical Rubber 
Company) Handbook of Algorithms and Theory of Computation.
Greenlaw was invited to speak in Thailand where he presented “Overview of ABET 
Accreditation” and “On Industrial Advisory Boards” at the Prince of Songkla University, 
Bangkok, and Khon Kaen University, Hat Yai, 
He is the co-chair of the ABET Computer Accreditation Commission Training 
Committee. He recently served on the program committee for the 10th ACIS 
(Association for Computer and Information Science) International Conference on 
Software Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, Networking, and Parallel/Distributed 
Computing in Seoul, Korea.
Greenlaw helped edit the Seoul Accord for ABET. This agreement is an international 
accreditation agreement among computing programs from six different countries. 
Russell Watjen (academic affairs & enrollment services) has been selected as a 2010 
American College Personnel Association (ACPA) Educational Leadership Foundation 
Diamond Honoree. He was recognized for “significant and sustained service to student 
affairs and to students.” The award ceremony will take place in Boston during the ACPA 
annual convention in March 2010.
David Roberts (plant operations) presented a motivational program last month, “The 
Right Thing To Do,” to the Environmental Services Department of Georgia Regional 
Hospital.
Azita Bahrami (information technology) was co-author of “Association Analysis of the 
Alumni Giving: A Formal Concept Analysis” in the International Journal of Intelligent 
Information Technologies.
Richard J. Cebula (economics), published “Tax Policies and Political Power” in the 
Journal of International Economics and “Property Assessment Assessed” in the Journal of 
Housing Research. 
Michael Toma, Richard McGrath (both economics) and economics student Kathryn 
Smith co-authored “Survey of Former and Current Residents in the Housing Authority 
of Savannah HOPE VI Garden Homes/Ashley Midtown Redevelopment Project.” 
Toma, with assistance from recent economics graduate Karin Edenfield, presented a 
report, “Chatham County/Savannah Community Indicators Database: Feasibility Study” 
to Mayor Otis Johnson, Chatham County Commissioner Pete Liakakis and United Way 
President Greg Schroeder. The report was also presented to the United Way Board of 
Directors. 
Toma also delivered an evaluation database report to the Ford Foundation’s Families and 
Work Institute in conjunction with Step-Up Savannah’s poverty reduction program. 
Will Lynch (chemistry & physics) is the lead principal investigator (PI) on “Guiding 
General Chemistry Laboratory Toward a Green Revolution:  An Inquiry Approach” 
that was funded by a grant of $192,595 from the National Science Foundation. Co-PIs 
are Todd Hizer, Lea Padgett, Cathy MacGowan, Josh Smith and Eric Werner (all 
chemistry & physics).
MacGowan has been appointed a member to the American Chemical Society General 
Chemistry (I & II) Exam Committee.
Pamela Sears (art, music & theatre) will play the lead role in the premier of the new 
play, Mister Mercer next month at the Lucas Theater, The production is part of the 
culminating activities of the Johnny Mercer Centennial.
AASU in the News
Following are some of the top stories appearing in print and broadcast media in 
September. For more details on these and other stories, contact Francisco Duque in 
Marketing & Communications at 344.2971, or Francisco.Duque@armstrong.edu.
9/4 Bill Daugherty (political science) and Laurel See (continuing education) 
interviewed live about Armstrong Center open house.
 WTOC-TV’s Mid Morning Live
 Also, WTKS-AM’s Bill Edward Show
9/8 Savannah area colleges ponder budget cuts
 Savannah Morning News
9/9 Michael Toma (economics) quoted regarding regional economic growth
9/10 AASU releases preliminary fall enrollment figures
9/12 President Linda Bleicken is profiled.
 Savannah Morning News
9/16 President Linda Bleicken is again profiled
 Connect Savannah
9/14 Michael Toma (economics) quoted in article about poultry industry in Georgia
 Atlanta Journal Constitution
9/16  AMT’s production of “Hedda Gabler” featured
 Connect Savannah
9/16  Kathleen Platt (VA coordinator) interviewed about services provided by AASU
 WTOC-TV
9/22 AASU utilizes its website to distribute information on H1N1.
 WSAV-TV
9/26  AASU’s Latino Heritage Week is profiled
 Savannah Morning News
9/30 June Hopkins (history) and Kalenda Eaton interviewed regarding “Soul of a 
People” program
 WTOC-TV’s Mid Morning Live
Richard Cebula (economics) published a series of columns on the topic of healthcare 
reform for the Savannah Morning News. The columns included:
 
9/6 “Health Care Reform: The Nitty Gritty” 
9/6  “Can We Keep Our Present Insurance?” 
9/7  “Proposed Health Insurance Reforms” 
9/8  “The Future of Private Health Insurance and Health Care” 
9/9  “The Medical Insurance-Medical Care Landscape That Will Exist if H.R. 3200 
or a Senate Version Is Passed” 
9/10  “How to Pay for Medical Insurance and Medical Care Reform” 
9/11 “The Possibility of Rationing Health Care” 
9/24  “Health Care Reform Alternative”
University System of Georgia Electronic News
For news of both the university system office and individual campuses, read the monthly 
System Supplement: www.usg.edu/pubs/sys_supp/.
The submission deadline for the November issue of  
is October 15.
Please send submissions to AASU.news@armstrong.edu.
For more information contact Barry Ostrow  
in Marketing & Communications at 344.2876.
